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ELMENDORF LAKE PARK IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT WINS APWA
PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD
SAN ANTONIO— TheAmerican Public Works Association (APWA) selectedthe Elmendorf
Lake Park Improvements Project as theAPWA Texas Chapter Project of the Year for 2017.
The APWA„s Awards Program was established to recognize outstanding individuals, groups,
and chapters representing the best in the public works profession. The APWA Banquet
where the Elmendorf Lake Park Improvements Project was recognized was held on June
15, 2017 at the Menger Hotel.

Bexar County and the City of San Antonio leveraged financial resources to ensure lake
water quality and park improvements were coordinated whilethe San Antonio Rive Authority
(SARA)served as the project manager for the design and construction. Elmendorf Lake Park
celebrated a grand re-opening on January 21, 2017. The City of San Antonio, Bexar County,
SARA and Our Lady of the Lake University joined community leaders and residents to
celebrate the re-opening of a $15.4 million investment to restore Elmendorf Lake Park.
“Elmendorf Lake Park has a long and storied history within the community but was showing
its age; now the redevelopment has brought new life both though ecological restoration and
through recreational enhancement making the park more popular than ever.” said SARA
General Manager Suzanne Scott. “We are proud that the Texas Chapter of the APWA has
recognized the local partnership that supported this important project for the local
community through its project of the year award.”

The historic park and surrounding area received a comprehensive redevelopment that
extends from 19th Street to Commerce Street. Elmendorf Lake Park boasts many Low
Impact Development (LID) features that work to protect water quality and preserve the
park‟s natural

- MORE habitat. Rain gardens, wetlands, bio-filtration swales and aeration bubblers will reduce
surface runoff of contaminants and sediment into the lake and oxygenate the water to
improve water quality and the habitat for wildlife. Expanded bus stops, pedestrian bridges, a
fishing pier, picnic areas, and hike and bike trails enhance this beloved neighborhood park.
The intricate tile benching along the improved Lake Plaza, splash pad, and playground
complement the park‟s improvements making Elmendorf Lake Park an attractive destination
on the Westside of San Antonio.

For more information on the Elmendorf Lake Park Improvements Project, please visit
www.westsidecreeks.comor contact Therese Kenner at (210) 302-3296 or tkenner@saratx.org.

###
The San Antonio River Authority (SARA) was created by the 45th Texas Legislature on May 5, 1937 and
reorganized in 1961 to plan, manage and implement water-related programs and projects within the San Antonio
River Watershed. The State of Texas empowered SARA to preserve, protect and manage the resources and the
ecology of the San Antonio River and its tributaries. To learn more about the SARA, visit our website at
www.sara-tx.org.

